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al markhiya gallery at Katara Cultural Village, Katara Art Center, Building 5 presents
Between Surface and Meaning: A Selection of Works on Paper

Featuring artists: Abdul Karim Faraj, Abdul Rahman Katanani, Ali Ali, Ali Salim Khaled, Ameen Abbas,
Eslam Kamil, Fathel Neema, Hassan Manasrah, Ismail Fattah, Jamal Abdul Rahim, Jehad Al-Ameri,
Khalid El Bekay, Maetha Al Khayarin, Mahmoud Al Obaidi, Nizar Al Hindawi, Nizar Sabour, Roda Al-
Thani, Shaddad Abdulgahhar, Shouq Al Mana, Suad Al Salem, Yasser Al Mulla

21 April 2026 — 4 June 2026

Between Surface and Meaning: A Selection of Works on Paper brings together a group of artists from
the region whose work spans a range of disciplines from printmaking and collage to mixed media and
artists' books. Through these varied forms, images and ideas take shape through time and process: the
application of ink onto paper, the layering of different textures, the trace of a needle on metal, the
weight of a printed page. The method chosen is never accidental. Like the artist's subject, each process
is intuitively felt and considered, carrying its own voice, its own emotion.

In uncertain times, we turn to art to make sense of the world around us, to remember what matters,
and to celebrate and commemorate what we value. Artists hold a unique capacity to translate what is
felt but cannot always be said: our history and mythology, our pain, our joy, and what is loved most
communicated in a language that touches us at the deepest level. The artist understands that every
mark carries purpose, that the surface chosen, the process used, the touch of hand and tool upon paper,
all shape what is felt before a single image takes form.

These works range across the full breadth of human experience from mythology and the natural world
to childhood and memory, rendered through approaches as varied as photorealism, impressionism,
and conceptual art. What unites them is the belief that the choice of medium is the first act of
meaning, and that it is the surface that holds the tension, revealing the depth of what lies beneath.



