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Asma Sami is a Qatari artist working across painting, sculpture,
photography, and design. Asma developing her artistic practice through
early participation in workshops at the Girls Creativity Center in 2006,
she was awarded first place in the Youth Salon competition in 2007.
From 2015 to 2024, she conducted educational workshops for schools
at Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, contributing to arts education
and community engagement in Qatar. In 2019, she was a resident at
Cité internationale des Arts in Paris as part of Fire Station’s international
exchange program. Throughout 2024, she devoted herself wholly to art,
focusing on the creation of work that is both deeply and professionally
realised.
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What Remains Familiar presents a new body
of work by Asma Sami, whose practice has
emerged as a distinct and sustained voice
within contemporary Qatari art. Grounded in
Qatari culture, traditions, and everyday life,
Asma’s work reflects a deep commitment to
preserving cultural memory while allowing it to
evolve through new forms and compositions.

Working across acrylic, charcoal, watercolor,
and graphite, Asma draws from everyday items
including garments, objects and the customs
associated with both daily life and moments of
celebration. Familiar forms - such as women'’s
accessories, including the battulah and nigab,
alongside men’s everyday garments like the
thobe and ‘igal - are approached not as symbols
frozen in time, but as living practices shaped
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by use, care, and continuity. Images of Qatari
currency - banknotes and coins - appear within
the works, embedding economic exchange
into the visual language of everyday life and
positioning value as both material and cultural.

Presented through newly developed and more
experimental series, the exhibition reflects an
expanding engagement with material and
process. In several works, painterly gestures
extend onto the frames themselves, allowing
the image to push beyond its conventional
boundaries and emphasizing continuity rather
than containment. Across varying scales, Asma’s
work positions heritage as something carried
forward, honoring its roots while opening space
for future expression within Qatari visual culture.
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(Niqab) Black Face Covering
Pencil on paper

22x26cm

2025
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Women's Wallet And
Gold Bracelets
Acrylic on canvas
28x2lcm

2025
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Head Hat (Gahfiya)
Acrylic on canvas
49x40cm

2025
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Krakish (Part Of Egal
On Ghutra

Acrylic on canvas
49x40cm

2025
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Red Notebook
Acrylic on board
46 x61cm

2025
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Qatari Coins On A Ghutra
Acrylic on canvas
71x50cm

2025
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2 SHad Jby) (Nigab) Black face covering
Egal, Oud And Five Acrylic on canvas
80x60cm

Hundred Qatari Riyals
Acrylic on board
81x60cm

2025

2025

17 _ég.‘io 4 Lo olw ol 16

WHAT REMAINS FAMILIAR Asma sami



19

—dllogale

WHAT REMAINS FAMILIAR

alj 6jla pgauite
sHad Jby Guunig

A Flower In A Glass Vase,
Fifty Qatari Riyals

Acrylic on canvas
80x60cm

2025
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