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GISIMMAR —the Sumerian word meaning date palm,
forms the core of this exhibition, serving as both subject
and structure. For Salem Mathkour, the palm tree has
become a living symbol through which he reflects on
his roots in southern Iraq, cultural memory, and the
concept of time. The palm tree is not merely an image
but a vessel for accumulated experiences, bearing the
traces of labor, rituals, and lived history.

Working across various media, Mathkour meticulously
sketches and outlines his subject, approaching this
work as a contemplative and sensory practice. Drawing
inspiration from oral storytelling and poetic expression,
his works do not aim to narrate specific tales but rather
to evoke existential states of being: growth, patience,
loss, and continuity. The palm tree becomes a mediator
between life and death, presence and absence, thus
grounding the works in a non-linear, cyclical timeline.

Materiality plays a pivotal role throughout the exhibition;
textures of bark, fiber, and layered growth, are translated
into imitations of the human body, its roughness, and

the layers of accumulated growth, transforming them
into surfaces and gestures that describe human nature.
Each artistic medium contributes to shaping a sensory
language based on repetition and austerity. Through a
series of interconnected works, the exhibition reveals a
rhythmic environment in which the GISIMMAR emerges
as a symbol of survival, resilience, and continuity,
reviving the quiet persistence of memory.
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SALEM MATHKOUR is an lIraqgi artist, born in the
city of Amarah in southern Irag. In 1993, he moved to
Amman, Jordan, where he exhibited his early work and
established himself as a professional artist. In 1999, he
relocated to Qatar, where he continues to live and work.

Mathkour’s practice is characterized by dreamlike
compositions, a blend of realism and abstraction, and
a meticulous exploration of texture and surface, which
form the foundation of his distinctive visual language.
Drawing on his deep knowledge of Iraqgi art traditions
and his broader familiarity with international art, his work
reflects the sensuality and memory of the place where
he was born and raised, a place steeped in a culture
that stretches back thousands of years--Mesopotamia.
This is further enhanced by his firm grasp of material and
technique. His work has been exhibited in numerous
galleries, in countries that include Slovenia, China, Italy,
Jordan, Qatar, the United States, Mexico, and Canada.
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